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1. Define Phonetics ? 
Phonetics is the scientific study of 
speech sounds. Received 
Pronunciation  

2. What is RP ? 
Received Pronunciation (RP) is a 
form of pronunciation of the 
English language which has 
traditionally been the prestige 
British accent.  

3. Why should one learn Phonetics ? 
 The alphabet which we use to 
write English has 26 letters but in 
English there are approximately 
44 speech sounds.  

4. What is IPA ? 
International Phonetic Alphabet 
(IPA). 

5. Classify speech sounds? 
 Speech Sounds are very broadly 
divided in to two categories, namely 
vowels and consonants. 

6. Define a vowel ? 
Phonetically, a vowel is a sound       

produced without friction in the vocal 
tract. 

7. Define a consonant? 
A consonant is a speech sound that 
is articulated with complete or 
partial closure of the vocal tract.  

8. How many consonants are there 
Phonetics ? 
Consonants are 24 in numbers.  

9. How many vowels are there 
Phonetics ? 
Vowels are 20.  

10. Classify vowels ? 
      Vowels are of two kinds – 12 Pure 
vowels and 8 Diphthongs.  
11. Define a syllable ? 

Syllable is a unit of human speech 
that is interpreted by the listener 
as a single sound.  

12. Define a Monosyllabic Words ? 
A word with one-syllable 

13. Define Disyllabic Words ?   
A word with two-syllables 

14. Define Trisyllabic Words? 
A word with three-syllables 

15. Define Polysyllabic Words? 
 A word with three-syllables or 
more than three 

16.  What is a consonant cluster ? 
If the syllable begins with more 
than one consonant we call this a 
consonant cluster.   

17. Examples for Two consonant 
clusters ? 

         Spin, stick, sphere, smell and 
snow.   
18. Examples for Three consonant 

clusters? 
Examples are ‘splay’, ‘spray’, ‘spew’, 
‘string’, ‘screen’, ‘squeak’ and ‘skewer’ 
19. Define stress? 

Stress is defined as using more 
muscular energy while articulating 
the words. Stressed syllables are 
usually longer, louder, and higher 
in pitch. 

20. Where do we mark the primary 
stress ? 
Primary accent mark comes above 
the syllable the secondary accent 
mark comes below the syllable.  

21. How many syllables are there in 
the word “banana”? 
3 syllables. 

22.  Which syllable is stressed in 
banana ? 



                                                         B.Tech 1st Year ELCS Lab – External Lab Viva Model Questions 
 

    RAJA RAO PAGIDIPALLI, Assoc.Prfoessor 

PRINCE 

2 

Ba’nana. 
23. Define intonation? 

We call the melody of language 
intonation.  

24.  What are intonation types? 
Rising tone, falling tone, rising 
falling and falling rising tone.  

25.  Explain falling tone? 
In the falling intonation, there is a 
gradual and rhythmical fall in the 
pitch of the speaker, with a 
considerable duration and tempo.  

26. Example for Falling – Rising Tone ? 
She is beautiful ( but not intelligent 
) I saw him ( but  I didn’t speak to 
him ) 

27.  What is MTI ?  
Mother tongue influence  

28. Why do we use Ice Breaking 
activities? 
Ice Breakers are an effective way 
of starting a training session or 
team-building event. The activities 
can form a number of varieties 
including problem solving, 
facilitation, communication, 
leadership, trust and decision 
making.  

29.  Ice Breaking Activities - Imagine 
answers for the following. 
1. If you had a time machine that 
would work only once, what point in 
the 
future or in history would you visit? 
2. If you could go anywhere in the 
world, where would you go? 
3. If your house was burning down, 
what three objects would you try and 
save? 

4. If you could talk to any one person 
now living, who would it be and why? 
30. What is JAM ? 

JAM is the acronym for Just A 
Minute.  

31. Define a prefix ? 
Pre means before and fix means to 
fasten or attach, so quite literally, a 
prefix is something attached to the 
beginning of something else.  

32. What is suffix ? 
Suf is a variant of sub, below or 
under, so a suffix is something 
fastened underneath something 
else. 

33. What is a Role Play ? 
Role-playing can be thought of as 
unstructured drama. In these 
exercises, a student looks at the 
topic from the perspective of a 
character.  

34. What are different types in Role 
Plays? 

          Situation Role Plays; Story Role 
Plays; Short Discussions; Long 
Discussions 

35. What is concord? 
Grammar agreement between 
words in gender, number, case, 
person, or any other grammatical 
category which affects the forms of 
the words. 

36. What is the first difficulty in 
telephone communication? 
The first and foremost difficulty is 
not being able to see the person 
you are communicating with.  

37. What should we do before taking a 
telephone call ? 
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Before you pick up the phone, take 
a deep breath.  

38. What is Etiquette?  
Practicing good manners & 
Knowing how to behave in a given 
situation  

39. What is the formality for 
introducing?  
In the business arena, the person 
of lesser importance, is introduced 
to the person of greater 
importance. 

40. What do we describe in a object? 
Function / Use / Components/ 
Parts /material/shape/ figure 
/dimensions /property /colour / 
Position 

41. How do you describe a person’s 
hight? 
He is tall.         He is short.      He is 
normal height. 

           He is very tall.    He is quite short.       
42. How do you describe a woman’s 

build? 
She is skinny. (negative)             She 
is fat. (negative) 
She is slim. (positive)                  She 
is stocky. (neutral) 
She is slender. (positive)             She 
is bonny. (positive) 

43. How do you describe a person’s 
hair? 
fair hair   brown hair       red 

hair            black hair         grey hair 
44. How do you describe a person’s 

skin complex? 
He has light-brown skin.She is 
black. She has dark skin.  He is 
white. He has fair skin.  She is 

white. She has lightly tanned 
skin.       She is white.  

45. When do we give directions ? 
Directions may be needed to get to 
a nearby town, or directions to the 
newest mall in town or directions 
to the nearest rest room in a large 
building.  

46. Give instructions to the jewelry 
store? 
 On First Avenue at the corner of 
Hill Avenue/next to the women’s 
wear/behind the Italian restaurant 

47. Give instructions to the shopping 
mall? 
 On Main Street, at the corner of 
Pine/across from the furniture 
store/across from the men’s store. 

48. When do we use question tags? 
Question Tags are often used to 
solicit input or confirmation to 
what we are saying.  

49.  What is passive form of : Sita loves 
Savitri. 
Savitri is loved by Sita. 

50. What is passive form of : The 
mason is building the wall. 
The wall is being built by the 
mason. 

51. What is passive form of : The peon 
opened the gate. 
The gate was opened by the peon. 

52. Define an idiom?  
An idiom is a form of expression 
peculiar to a particular language 
and often having a meaning other 
than the one that it appears to 
have. 
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Use the following idioms in your own 
sentences. 

53. Smell a Rat: How come the front 
door is open? Frankly, I smell a rat. 
I’m convinced that something is 
definitely wrong here.  

54. Go to the Dogs: Have you seen 
their house lately? It’s really gone 
to the dogs. 

         It’s true that it has become run-down 
and in serious need of repair.  

55. Fishy: When the security guard 
saw a light in the store after 
closing hours, it seemed to him 
that there was something fishy 
(something strange) going on.  

56. Take the Bull by the Horns: She 
finally took the bull by the horns 
(acted decisively to correct the 
situation) and went to a 
professional dance school for help.  

57. Let the cat out of the Bag: He 
wasn’t supposed to know about it, 
but someone let the cat out of the 
bag (reveal secret).  

58. For the Birds: As far as they were 
concerned, it was for the birds! 
They left during an intermission 
because they found the reading 
totally uninteresting and 
meaningless. 

59. Straight From the Horse’s 
Mouth: That’s right. I got it 
straight from the horse’s mouth! 

60. Pay Through the Nose: Since 
many other stamp collectors 
would also be bidding for it, he 
realized that he would have to pay 
through the nose in order to have 
it.  

61. Tongue-in-Cheek: I didn’t mean 
to offend her. I was simply making 
a tongue-in-cheek remark. 

62. Pull Someone’s Leg: Oh, really? 
Come on, you’re pulling my leg! Do 
you really think that I’m trying to 
fool you with a ridiculous story? 

63. Present: Martin backs up it. 
Change the present tense sentences 
to Past, Past perfect & Future: 

Past: Martin backed up it.  
Present perfect: Martin has backed up 
it. 
Future: Martin will back up it. 
64.  Write phonetic transcription of 

your name ?  
65. Write phonetic transcription of the 

word “drive”? (/draiv/) 
66.  Syllabic division of the word fury? 

(fu.ry) 
67.  Syllabic division of the word 

computer? (com.pu.ter) 
68. How many syllables are there in 

the word “ ability? (4, polysyllabic) 
69. Pronounce the word PROJECT – as 

noun & verb (Noun – ‘Project, verb 
– pro’Ject) 

70. Pronounce the word beautiful with 
proper accent – ‘Beautiful 

71. Pronounce the word connection 
with proper accent – con’Nection 

72. Pronounce the word examination 
with proper accent – exami’Nation 

73.  Pronounce the word july with 
proper accent – ju’Ly 

74. What is mother tongue influence? 
Before we begin learning English, 
we already exposed to our mother 
tongue. The influence of mother 
tongue on English is called MTI. 
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75. How can we neutralize mother 
tongue influence ? 
Observe the mouth movements of 
English speakers and by practicing 
accent and intonation of native 
speakers. 

76.  Give one example word with 
prefix anthro – anthropology 

77.  Give one example word with 
prefix psych – psychology 

78. Give one example word with prefix 
a – apathy 

79.  Give one example word with 
prefix phil – philanthropy  

80. Give one example word with prefix  
gyn – gynecologist  

81. Give one example word with suffix 
ism – communism 

82. Give one example word with suffix 
ist – sadist 

83. Give one example word with suffix 
ness – eagerness 

84. Give one example word with suffix 
ology - biology 

85.  Can you give one synonym for 
confess - admit 

86.  Can you give one synonym for 
continue - persist 

87.  Can you give one synonym for 
courage – bravery 

88. Can you give one antonym for 
swift – slow 

89. Can you give one antonym for 
surplus – deficit  

90. Can you give one antonym for 
vacant – occupied 
 

 
 

Give one word substitutions for the 
following. 
91. One who can do anything for 

money – mercenary 
92.  One who has no money – pauper 
93.  One who loves books – bibliophile 
94. One who hates mankind – 

misanthrope 
 

95.  Her father is not well. (Add 
question tag) – is he? 

96.  What is resume ?  
Resume is an account of one’s 
qualifications, skills set and 
employment history for a 
presentation to a future employer 
when applying for a job. 

97. What are the basic tenses in 
English? 
Present, past and future 

98. Describe a person whom you like 
most? 

99. Give directions to your friend – 
how to reach your college from 
railway station? 

100.Can you say full forms of ELCS, 
CALL & ICS? 

 


